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| Whoever controlled Nlagara ruled the continent 300 years ago

: ; P
| Reenactors portraying British soldiers of the 8th (King's) Regiment assemble in front of the “French Castle" at Old Fort Niagara.

Holding the FOR'T

| CHRISTINE A. SMYCZYNSKI

90-mile drive from Rochester
can take you back 300 years, At
0ld Fort Niagara in Youngstown,
Niagara County, you'll find your-
self 1n the early 18th century.
. The fort, which dates to 1726, is
| in Fort Niagara State Park, about 12 miles
| north of Niagara Falls, A designated National
| Historie Landmark, the site has been pre-
served and restored as it stood in the 1700s, - ;
when the French and the British were fighting
for control of t]ﬁsstrategnc region.
|" Summertime crowds can mean waiting in
line to tour the fort, a fate avoided by visiting
during the off-season. The fort is open all year,
“and the schedule of weekend demaonstrations,
re-enactments and other events picks up this
month,
Exhibits in the visitors center, which
| opened last June in a 1939 Army warehouse,
explain the importance of the Niagara region
' in colonial America and why Britain and
 France wanted to control it. The exhibits
- cover the French and Indian War (1754-1763),
. the Revolutionary War and the War of 1812,

Period artifacts include the 28-by-25-foor,
15-star American flag that flew over the fort
during the War of 1812. The flag was captured
during that conflict and taken back to England
as a trophy. It was located in the mid-1990s
and purchased by the Old Fort Niagara
Association.

A 16-minute film, The Struggle for @ Conti-
nent, helps bring the histery to life. In fact, its
battle scenes may be a bit intense for the pre-

sclmol set. My 4-year old deemed the movie

Beyond the visitors center, a self-guided

walking tour eutlines 16 points of interest. The

most notable structure is the French Castle,
which was built in 1726, making it the oldest
surviving building in the Great Lakes region.
The French built it to look like a large house
or trading post,| rather than a foruﬁcm:on, to
calm the suspicions of the native Iroquois.

As we explored the mammoth building, I
didn't tell the children about the legend of the

~well under the first floor that is supposed to

be haunted by the headless ghost of a mur-
dered French officer. When the moon is full,
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If you go

0ld Fort Niagara, in Fort Nlagara State

Park, Youngstown, Niagara County. It's
‘openat 9 a.m, daily, year-round, except

Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year's

Day. During April and May, it's open until
5:30 p.m. (6:30 p.m. on May weekends):
hours run later in the summer. Admission
is $10; £9 for senior citizens; $6 for

children ages 6-12; free for children 5

and under; Call. (Tlﬁ) T45- 7511 or go to

T www.oldfortniagara.org.

‘Directions: Take the New 'r‘ork state
Thruway (1-90) west to Exit 50, then -
follow I-290 west to [-190, Take [-1890
north to Exit 25B, then the Robert Moses
Parkway north to Fort Niagara State Park.
The drive takes a Jittle under 2 hours.

Tourism information: The Lower

~ Miagara River Region Chamber of
-Ccmmeroe,(Tj.E) 754-9500 ur
www.northofthefalls.com

H Niagara County Tourlsm (800)
338-7890 or www.niagara-usa.com.
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